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Travel

Island’s temperate climate makes 
for perfect beach weather  

7117 Bathurst St., Just N. of Steeles, Thornhill, ON  L4J 2J6

israeL 2010

905-886-5610
800-294-1663

info@peerlesstravel.com

COMPARE
 APPLES to APPLES

All-inclusive deluxe hotels
• More days of sightseeing 

• More meals 
• A true family itinerary 

www.israelfamilytours.com

The BEST 
Family Tours

in North
America!!!
Call us for Recent 

References
Bar/Bat Mitzvah

Ceremony Included

 or call Kathy ext. 345

SuMMER 2010

MARCh BREAK

Mar 10 - 21/10

Mar 27 - April 9/10
PASSOvER

June 27 - July 11
July 4 - July 18 
July 18 - Aug. 1

Aug. 1 - Aug. 15 
Aug. 15 - Aug. 29
Aug. 22 - Sept. 5

wiNTER 2010
Dec. 16 - 30

Dec. 19 - Jan. 2/11

Air Canada online
For more tours & to book visit: 

www.peerlesstravel.com

private custoM tours 
innovative itineraries

 & great prices!
No one is more experienced than we are!

Call Ehud ext. 322

More value than any other tours!! Call saNDY ext. 369

+FUEL &
AIRPORT

TAXES ONLY

The Canadian $$$ is stronger!
Deluxe Community Mission

Deluxe
Hotels

innovative
itinerary

CANADiAN MAgEN
DAviD ADOM

“heath and wellness”
April 14 - 28, 2010

2 weeks deluxe tour incl. Eilat & Petra
 Only $4699 +TAX

great value!
Call Kathy ext. 345

$675fromwiNTER +TAX

NON-STOP TO TEL Aviv

$928fromSuMMER +TAX

$1150PASSOvER +TAXfrom
SPECiAL

$4199May 24 - June 6

Beth Sholom israel
Adventure Tour

Led by Rabbi Flanzraich
Jul 08 - 22, 2010

Contact Carol ext. 335
information Evening
Tues. Feb. 16, 7pm

$3999if booked by Feb 15.

BOCA RATON RESORT & CLUB
THE WALDORF ASTORIA COLLECTION
BOCA RATON, FLORIDA 

This legendary resort is now even more stunning after a $200 million
renovation. 2 PGA golf courses, 30 tennis courts, 
gorgeous spa & fitness center. Special children’s rates

Catering by Prestige Caterers GLATT KOSHER

HOTEL AUGUSTUS
FORTE DEI MARMI, ITALY

On the Italian Riviera. This beautiful 5 star oceanfront 
resort is perfectly located for exciting sightseeing and shopping. 25
minutes  from Pisa, 50 minutes from Florence. 

Entire Hotel Kosher for Passover.
Catering by Minkowitz Caterers

ARIZONA BILTMORE RESORT & SPA 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA

An extraordinary world-class resort and spa that brings luxury
and ambiance to new levels. Fabulous speakers, gourmet cuisine
by Stuart Morginstin of Danziger Kosher Caterers.

In cooperation with VIP Passover

Phoenix Vaad
GLATT KOSHER

RYE TOWN HILTON 
WESTCHESTER, NEW YORK

$30 million dollar renovation with stunning results. A mere 30
minutes from NYC. Tennis, indoor pool, gourmet cuisine, 
exceptional day camp & infant program. 
In cooperation with Jonathan “Yogi” Twersky.

Cuisine by the Culinary Artists of Ram Caterers

GLATT KOSHER
Rabbi Garelik, Milan

GLATT KOSHER
Rabbi Garelik, Milan

China & Asia 2010-2011 Premium Tour Selections 
China - A Journey of Learning

Deluxe Jewish Heritage:
13 days, Beijing/Harbin/Xi’an/Guilin/Shanghai, from US $2589

Grand Luxe Culture Journey:
13 days, Beijing/Xi’an/Guilin/Shanghai, from US $5229

China Gold 
Forever Yangtze: 16 days from US $3549

Splendid China: 21 days, Tibet Train & Yangtze from US $5239
China Silver

 (18 itineraries, weekly departures) Special featured Shanghai 
Expo with Mt. Huang, 10 days from US $1249

China & Vietnam overland adventure, 13 days from US $2529
Indochina 

The Indochina Grand Circle:
15 days, Cambodia, Vietnam & Laos, from US $2239

Indochina Explorer:
 17 days, Vietnam & Cambodia, from US $2589 

Single country tours throughout Indochina 
Japan TABI series 

(daily departures except black out dates)
Price per person on double occupancy without international airfare 

and taxes. Prices are accurate at time of printing,
errors and omissions excepted. TICO 50015627

China Connection Inc:
 450-20 Eglinton Ave. E, Toronto, ON

416-265-3170/866-574-4640
sales@chinaimpression.com

For more information, please visit us at
www.chinaimpression.com

The Best Passover 
Vacation In Arizona

The Fairmont Scottsdale Princess 
Scottsdale, Arizona—5-Diamond Desert Oasis

Stimulating Lectures • Activities for All Ages
Glorious Pools • Sonoran Splash Waterpark

Great Golf • Terrific Tennis • Fabulous Willow Stream Spa
Endless Sightseeing Options

Also Passover at the Fairmont Mayakoba (Mexico)
and the Fairmont Turnberry Isle Resort (Florida)

Glatt Kosher Cuisine by Levana • All the Traditions of Passover

11th
Great
Year!

 Passover
Vacations

 

By MELODY WREN
Special to The CJN

St. Maarten is the smallest island in the world to be shared 
by two nations: the Netherlands and France. There is no real 
border between the territories, just modest monuments and 
signs. When you do decide to go exploring, you’ll find the 
charms of each side are definitely discernible. 

St. Maarten/Saint Martin is a melting pot of French, Dutch 
and Caribbean traditions with a dash of world culture thrown 
in for good measure. The French territory (Saint Martin) 
covers about two-thirds of the island and is technically a part 
of Europe and the European Community. 

The Dutch side (Sint Maarten) is a member of the Netherlands 
but not considered European territory. The island is small and 
charming with a cosmopolitan feel, due to the remarkably varied 
population. Census figures list around 130 nationalities. 

St. Maarten doesn’t feel as small as it is. The mountain-
ous terrain allows space for several towns and villages, with 
a rugged and interesting terrain, with winding roads up and 
down the hills, through small villages and still plenty of un-
touched land. It is advisable to rent a car while there to get 
the most out of a holiday.

St. Maarten is the only completely duty-free port in the 
Caribbean. Philipsburg, the capital of the Dutch side, is 
lined with duty-free shops selling luxury jewelry, cameras, 
watches and other high-end goods. 

On French St. Martin, the capital, Marigot, is not quite 
the same size as its Dutch counterpart and has little of its 
sometimes frenzied pace, but it does have a rich assortment 
of duty-free shops and high-end international brands, such as 
Hermes, Chanel, Cartier. 

Marigot looks more like a French village transported to 
the Caribbean. The market stalls in Philipsburg and Marigot 
offer beautiful linen clothes, palm-leaf purses, locally made 
jewelry, food, spices and souvenirs reasonably priced. Make 
sure you try your hand at bartering for the best price!

No matter what your tastes, age or interest, you are sure 
to find something to suit you in St. Maarten. For travellers 
that need to be in the hub of activity, Philipsburg offers 

nightclubs, casinos and an enormous range of restaurants. 
Adventurous types can try their hand at sailing, snorkelling 
and diving . 

Walk, jog, or laze on any of the 37 white sand beaches 
with clear turquoise waters inviting you to explore. Orient 
Beach, a beautiful long stretch of beach on the French side, 
is a clothing optional beach. Cupecoy Beach, close to the 
Dutch-French border, is known for its multi-coloured cliffs, 
caves and rock formations that resemble modern sculpture. 

For history buffs, this island is filled with fascinating facts. 

According to excavations, it is suggested that St. Maarten was 
settled around 2,500 years ago by American Indian Arawaks. 
Christopher Columbus sighted the island during his second 
voyage in November 1493, naming it without setting foot on 
land. The Spaniards abandoned it in 1648, enabling opportu-
nistic French and Dutch settlers to claim the island. 

For outdoor enthusiasts, the possibilities are endless. I 
participated in a sailing regatta on one of the five famous 
America’s Cup yachts specifically designed for the 1987 
competition . 

Continued on page 41

Mullet Beach in Saint Maarten



Continued from page 40

Try ziplining in a forest or an afternoon of 
sailing on a catamaran, stopping at a variety 
of beaches to snorkel. Clear, calm waters sur-
rounding shallow reefs and small coves make 
the island a snorkeller’s heaven. 

St. Maarten is known as the culinary capital 
of the Caribbean, and it’s true… the food is 
amazing. Throughout the island, local (and im-
ported) chefs celebrate the indigenous foods, 
as well as giving voice to cooking styles from 
the far-flung corners of the globe. Diners can 
select from more than 300 restaurants offer-
ing French, Dutch, Caribbean, Chinese, Indo-
nesian, Creole, Jamaican, Japanese, Indian, 
Greek, Italian and more. Make sure to try local 
freshly caught fish such as grouper, grilled 
snapper, mahi mahi and tuna

Address book:
• St. Maarten 12 Metre Challenge, In Philips-
burg at Bobby’s Marina: 599-542-0045, 
www.12metrechallenge.com. No sailing ex-
perience needed. Each boat takes nine to 18 
competitors for a thrilling three-hour race. 
The captains and mates brief their crew on the 
basics, from grinding a winch, time keeping, 

tending bar, or tacking. 
• Eagle Tours at Bobby’s Marina in Philips-
burg, 599-543-0068,  www.sailingsxm.com 
offers snorkelling tours on their 76-foot 
custom-designed Golden Eagle catamaran. 
Originally built for the prestigious Whit-
bread Around the World Race, it features 
an 80-foot main mast and a 24-foot sail. It 
cruises to various cays for snorkelling and 
soaking up tropical atmosphere and drinks. 
The pampering service includes a floating 
bar. Transportation to and from your hotel is 
included in the $99 fee, which includes lunch, 
endless drinks, and champagne as you pull 
into the harbour.
• For information on island tours, check out: 
www.vacationstmaarten.com.

Temperature: The island offers a tem-
perate climate rarely exceeding 90 F (32 C) 
with low humidity, and the famous cooling 
trade winds blowing in from the northeast. 
It’s perfect beach weather. Rain showers are 
barely noticeable, they are so brief.

Getting there: There are direct flights from 
Montreal throughout the winter travel season, 
offered by West Jet.

Melody Wren was a guest of the St. 
Maarten Board of Tourism.
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Caribbean culinary capital

TRAVEL TO

Jewish 
Ukraine

Escorted by Janie Respitz
June 01-15, 2010 

mark@gam.ca
(514) 344 8888 local 240 Mark Paull
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ANBER MOVING
& STORAGE

Make the right move. 
Family operated. Reliable.

Affordable. Lic. Ass. Caring.
Local, Long Distance. 

MTL - TOR - VAN - NY - FLA

(514) 735-8148
www.anbermoving&storage

PACKAGE 10 days 9 nights
T I B E R I A S
*Large Swimming Pool
*Magnificent view of the Golan
*Heights and the Sea of Galilee
*Health Club and Jacuzzi

CALL YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OR CALL USA
(800) 345-8569  (718) 651-8777  FAX (718) 429-5764

squarereps1@aol.com   *www.kingsolomon-hotel.com

10
A

1

per person double occupancy
include 2 Seders

Seders conducted by Hazan

Per person double occup.
Include 2 Sedarims

Seders conducted by Hazan/Glatt Kosher

*Banquet Halls for up to 350 People *Bar/Bat Mitzvahs * Weddings*

PACKAGE 10 days 9 nights
JERUSALEM
*Overlooking the Judea
Hills

*Short walk to Kotel
*Shabbat Elevators
*Central Location
*Synagogue, Glatt Kosher

Jonathan “Yogi” Twersky is pleased to announce a

Collection of Luxury Passover Resorts

P A S S O V E R  2 0 1 0

PASSOVER TOURS

JW Marriott Desert Ridge
Resort & Spa PHOENIX, ARIZONA

Cuisine by the Culinary Artists of RAM Caterers

Rye Town Hilton WESTCHESTER, NY

Cuisine by the Culinary Artists of RAM Caterers

Ritz-Carlton
Resort & Spa
Lake Las Vegas,
NEVADA

Catering by Mark
“Moshe” David Catering

IN COOPERATION WITH LEISURE TIME TOURS

ALL HOTELS UNDER
GLATT KOSHER SUPERVISIONToll Free:

888-757-2002
Information:
212-579-7700

email: info@twerskytours.com • www.twerskypassovertours.com

Gourmet Cuisine by the culinary artists of RAM Caterers3-10 Night Packages

THE WESTIN DIPLOMAT
RESORT & SPA

HARRY SILVERMAN
& ARLENE CORSOVER
Your Hosts

RABBI SAM BIBER
RABBI DR. R. KIMMELMAN
Scholars-in-Residence

LISA BORNSTEIN
Infant Care  & Day Camp Director

AVI  TEPLITSKY
Teen & Singles Coordinator

ROBYN HARTMAN
Events Coordinator

is pleased to present

• Ashkenaz and Sephardic Minyanim
• Spacious Guestrooms
• 220 ft. Lagoon-style Pool
• Water Sports and Outdoor Recreation
• Tennis & Golf AT THE NEARBY DIPLOMAT GOLF LOCATION VIA FREE SHUTTLE

• World-Class Spa POOLSIDE TREATMENTS AVAILABLE

• Private & Communal Seders available

• Ashkenaz and Sephardic Cuisine
• Children's Day Camp and Dining Room
• Nightly Teen & Singles Programs
• Minutes from Turnberry – Aventura Mall  
• 24-Hour Lavish Tea Rooms &  Daily Pool-Side Barbecues 
• Private Pool-Side Cabanas available upon request
• Premium Wines & Liquors served all day

ORB Glatt Kosher

visit us at www.diplomatpassovertours.com • email info@diplomatpassovertours.com
W E S T I N  D I P LO M AT  R E S O R T  &  S PA  •  3 5 5 5  S O U T H  O C E A N  D R I V E  •  H O L LY W O O D,  F LO R I D A  3 3 0 1 9

FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: 888.318.7477

LOW COST
AIRFARE

AVAILABLE

There are 37 sandy beaches on the island. [Melody Wren photos]
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